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Please Don’t Talk to Me about MONEY! 
Rev. Liz DeWeese, Anderson Hills Christian Church,  

Cincinnati, and member of Ohio Disciple Outreach. 
 

     Why is it that whenever we talk about stewardship people 

turn off their listening ears, cross their arms, and stare daggers 

at the one who is speaking about it?  I often get the sense that 

the word stewardship has become a buzz word that evokes 

deep, personal feelings for most people.  And often those feel-

ings are negative.  I am sure this has to do with how we in our 

culture view money.  No matter how you feel about it, it is 

personal. 

     I‘ll be honest, stewardship lessons intimidate me.  People 

assume if the message is about stewardship we are going to talk 

about money, and money is just too personal for someone to 

preach at me about it.  It‘s almost as bad as preaching about 

politics.  There is no room for the Spirit to move, I have made 

up my mind about what you are going to say and I have already 

decided how much money I can or am going to give, so I am 

done listening.  How am I supposed to have a conversation 

about, much less preach a sermon about stewardship when 

people stop listening? 

     Recently I have come to some new conclusions about stew-

ardship.  1. It is NOT only about money, and 2. Our attitude 

about money needs a real adjustment.  We tend to treat 

money as though it belongs to us and there is never enough of 

it to go around and so we need to hold on to it tightly.  And 

then when we pinch our pennies tight we say we‘ve been good 

stewards. 

     Let‘s take a look at a few things the Bible says about money 

and stuff and see if that changes anything for us.  Deuteronomy 

8:17-18 says, ―Do not say to yourself, ‗My power and the might 

of my own hand have gained me this wealth.‘ But remember the 

Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, 

so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your 

ancestors, as he is doing today.‖ 

     One of the reasons I think we get uncomfortable talking 

about money is because it is personal.  Our personal finances 

are personal and no one‘s business.  On the other hand, scrip-

ture tells us that what we have is not our own.  We did not 

earn our income.  We have been gifted by God with all that we 

have and all that we are.  So how can we live out our faith if we 

are not real about how we spend our money?  I‘m not just talk-

ing about giving to the church or to charity, I mean how we use 

our money every day.  It is not just about saving money either.  

How do we spend our money?  How are our choices in using 

our money influenced by our faith?  Or are they influenced by 

our faith? 

     Furthermore, let‘s get back to the issue that stewardship is 

about much more than just money.  In the creation stories in  
 

Continued in the next column 

Come join us as we unite in…. 
 

"Claiming God's Vision" 
Based on Jeremiah 29:11 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
 

     The Christian Church in Ohio is excited to announce that 

the 2012 Regional Assembly plans are in motion!  We are pre-

pared to bring you an event that will leave you motivated and 

enthused about Claiming God‘s Vision!  

     The assembly will begin Thursday evening, October 18th at 

7:30 with an opening worship, followed by an autograph book 

signing by our honorary speaker, the Rev. Dr. Richard L. 

Hamm.  Prepare yourself to be celebrating the plans God has 

for you on Friday and Saturday with an agenda loaded with 

learning opportunities, fellowship and activities for both adults 

and children! 

     The Regional Assembly will be hosted by Doubletree by 

Hilton: 175 Hutchinson Avenue, Columbus, OH 43235.  Hotel 

lodging at a discount rate of $92.00 per night. 
 

We can‘t wait to see you there!  
 

Check out www.ccinoh.org or the Christian Church in 

Ohio Facebook page for more information!! 

Please Don’t Talk to Me about MONEY continued 
 

Genesis humans are gifted with much more than just money.  In 

fact, money is not a gift in Genesis at all.  What we are gifted 

with is the earth and all the animals and creatures of the earth.  

We are asked to be caretakers of this gift and of those who are 

around us.  Stewardship is not just about money it is also about 

how we spend our time and our talents.  It is about how we 

live and the choices we make to breed wholeness or to breed 

brokenness and contempt. 

     As you consider your life in faith, consider how your 

choices are made.  Does your faith influence your choices or 

do you consider your faith after you have made your choices?  

The best way to dispel the frustration with a message of stew-

ardship is to bring it out of the darkness.  Let‘s talk about it.  

Let‘s be real about it.  And let‘s let our faith change our prac-

tices and habits.  

http://www.ccinoh.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/36179687653/


Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
     "Just as you excel in everything else, in 

faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 

earnestness, and in your love for us, see that 

you also excel in this grace of giving." -  

2 Corinthians 8:7 

     Giving is a responsibility.  But more 

than that, it's an opportunity. God wants 

us to grow in giving, as much as you grow 

in faith, in love, in knowledge. 

     I truly believe that the essence of Christianity is giving. The 

word "give" is used over 1500 times in the Bible. I understand 

that giving is not God's way of raising money.  No, No.  Giving 

is God's way of raising people.  For every time you give sacrifi-

cially, you give a little of your selfishness away.  And when you 

give, others are blessed and God is glorified.    

     But this principle of giving is in direct contradiction to eve-

rything the world teaches us.  The world teaches us selfishness 

and greed.  And the design of selfishness and greed is to ―get all 

you can keep and keep all you can get.‖ But, Jesus teaches us 

that giving is sacrificial. 

     One day Jesus stood near the temple treasury, observing 

people giving their tithes and offerings.  A woman timidly, yet 

courageously approached one of the collection bins, put in two 

pennies, and slipped away into the crowd.  No one paid her any 

attention, but Jesus turned to the disciples and said that she 

had given more than anyone else.  Whereas others had given 

out of their abundance, she had given her all. She was coura-

geous in her giving. She had devotion to a God who would take 

care of her every need because she dared to love God enough 

and trust God enough to give her all. It isn't how much we give, 

but how courageous and faithful we are in our giving that Jesus 

notices. 

     Perhaps the most powerful words Jesus used about money 

are found in Luke 12:34, when he says, "Where your treasure 

is, there will your heart be also". 

     The most practical way you can demonstrate faith is in your 

giving, in your finances.  Giving is an act of faith. It's trusting 

God's promises. How much do I really believe God?  How 

much am I grateful to God for?  Where are my priorities? 

     For some of us that may mean start tithing.  For others it 

might mean go beyond that.  I don't know.  It's your decision.  

God says, ―What I want is not your money.  What I want is 

you and what the money represents."  God wants your heart. 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     I read a quote a few weeks ago that captures what it means 

to give. It says: 

 “Give more than is expected; 

 Love more than seems wise; 

 Serve more than seems necessary; 

 Help more than is asked.” 

 

     When we gather this October in Columbus for the Regional 

Assembly, we will come together to celebrate our gifts. We will 

celebrate leadership and learning, community and relationships. 

As we worship and share the bread and cup, and offer our fi-

nancial support for ministries that enhance what we do in our 

congregations, we will find our relationships renewed and 

strengthened. 

     As Christians we are invited by God to be a giving people. 

We have been called to give our time along with our gifts and 

resources to help the church bear witness to the good news of 

Jesus Christ in our world. We give joyfully because we want 

others to share in the blessings we have received. We share 

emotionally, feeling the pain and the delight of our sisters and 

brothers. We share sacrificially, sometimes giving up something 

of value to receive something of value. We give because God 

has given us Jesus Christ and because we belong to each other. 

     The apostle Paul helps us understand what it means to give 

from a faithfulness and community: 

“What explains it was that they had first given themselves 

unreservedly to God and to us. The other giving simply 

flowed out of the purposes of God working in their lives”  

(II Corinthians 8:5). 
 

     They gave with joy and we are invited to do the same. 

Ohio Women’s Ministries 
2012 Fall Retreat 

September 7-9 at Camp Christian 
 

Fruitful Living: Harvesting the 

Fruits of the Spirit 

Based on Galaltians 5:22 
 

Facilitator: Gloria F. Hernandez 

(2010 Quadrennial Director) 
 

There will be: a Basket Auction, Craft ―Fair‖, Book Sales, a 

Praise Band , Saturday night entertainment, and much more!!! 

Costs: 

Full Weekend: $90 

Bottom-bunk only lodging and all meals 

Saturday only $50 

No lodging, all meals for the day 

Full Weekend (no lodging) $60 

All meals included.  

*Monroe Lodge Note: After all certified handicapped requests 

are honored, a lottery will be held for housing in Monroe Lodge 
 

For more information, see your Church Office or go to 

www.ccinoh.org. Registration ends August 24th. 

1 in 1,000 Disciples CAMPaign 
     The 1 in 1,000 CAMPaign is simply giving 

something small and together doing something 

BIG...transforming lives in Christ through the 

Camp Christian experience. All money generated 

will go to Camp scholarships, programs and    

operations.  Visit the Christian Church in Ohio 

website and click on the 1 in 1,000 CAMPaign button to      

become part of something BIG with just a $10 monthly dona-

tion.  Find us on Facebook at 1 in 1,000 Disciples CAMPaign 

Thank you for your support of Camp Christian! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/1-in-1000-Disciples-CAMPaign/239370546140606
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
     While growing up in Ohio I learned what it means to be 

GENEROUS.  My home congregation, Central Christian 

Church in Kettering, OH, paid one half our way to Church 

Camp every year.  It was their way of sharing their love for us.  

In my Chi Rho years, we would collect the ―Good Samaritan 

Offering‖ every Friday and I would always donate whatever 

money was left in my ―checking‖ account.  I have to confess 

that even though I was told about this offering, I did not pay 

much attention to it.  But in CYF our offering, known as DIG, 

was front and center all week.  We collected funds that would 

be used to support ministries like the Hocking Valley Parish, 

Week of Compassion, General Youth Ministry, etc.  As I     

attended Wilmington Conference, and this was the last Confer-

ence of the summer, we would compete to see if we could 

raise more money than the others.  Through auctions, pies in 

officers faces, greased watermelons, tug-a-wars, etc. we raised 

thousands of dollars each year.  There are even examples of 

CYF‘ers who worked the whole summer raising money only to 

donate it to DIG during their week at camp.  Little did I realize 

then that for 12 years I would be the beneficiary of those gifts 

while serving as the pastor of the Hocking Valley Parish. 
 

     My position as Regional Associate Pastor, allows me to  

continue to witness the generosity of Ohio Disciples.  Adult 

Conference too, collects an offering.  They spend a week    

discerning the ministries God is calling them to give to.  Then at 

the Consecration service, an offering is taken.  This group of 60 

to 80 folk raised between $4000 and $5000 dollars.  I could use 

each of our ministries to demonstrate that indeed we Ohio 

Disciples are a generous people.  We are like the people of the 

first church:  Acts 2:46 –47  ―Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 

their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God . . .‖  As 

we look to the future with hope, may we continue to live into 

this Spirit of Generosity that the work of God‘s Church moves 

forward. 

Regional Calendar                Jul - Nov 2012 
July 

*1-7 Phyo CYF Conference 

4 Fourth of July, RCO Closed 

*8-14 Portahoga Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian  

11 RCO Staff Meeting @ Camp Christian 

*13-15 Xtreme Faith: A Gathering of Disciples Men  

 @ Bethany College 

*15-21 Maumee Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

*22-28 Lakeside CYF Conference @ Camp Christian 

24 ODEC Committee Meeting @ RCO 10:00am 

*29- 4 Wilmington CYF Conference @ Camp Chris 
 

August 

*5-11 Miami Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

*12-19 Advance Ministries Summer Conference @ Camp 

28 Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am – 2pm 

29 RCO Staff Meeting @ RCO 

31- 2 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

September 

1 Deadline for entries into The Buckeye Disciple 

3 Labor Day, RCO Closed 

7-9 Ohio Women‘s Ministries Fall Retreat @ Camp  

11 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10am – 2pm 

12 RCO Staff Meeting 

14-16 Ohio Disciple Men‘s Fall Retreat @ Camp Christian 

18 Commission on Ministry Team 1 Meeting 

18 Interim Ministers Working Group Meeting @ RCO 

22 CYF Commission Meeting @ RCO 9:30am – 2:00pm 
 

October 

1-3 Transformational Pastor‘s Retreat @ Camp Christian 

2 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

9 RCO Staff Meeting 

10-11 DOC/UCC Partnership Standing Training @ Camp 

16 Spiritual Life Team Conference Call @ 10:00am 

18-20 Regional Assembly @ Doubletree Hotel,  

      175 Hutchinson Ave, Columbus, OH 43235 

22 Interim Ministers Working Group Fall Workshop TBA 

23 Commission on Ministry Team 1 Meeting 

24 Anti Racism Training for New Ministers @ Camp 

25 Ethical Boundaries for New Ministers @ Camp 

27 Disciples History and Polity Class @ Camp Christian 

30 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 12:00pm 

30-1 Spiritual Life Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

November 

2-3 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

5 Interim Ministers Fall Workshop TBD 

8-9 RCO Staff Retreat @ Camp Christian 

10 Chi Rho Commission Meeting 

13 Commission on Ministry Team 1Meeting  

13-15 Interim Ministers Working Group Training @ Camp  

16-18 Leadership Training for CYF Officers 

22-23 Thanksgiving Holiday, RCO Closed 
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

Ohio Disciples Men 
     Fall is coming up fast and we‘re 

busy planning this year‘s Fall Retreat! 

Fall Retreat at Camp Christian 

will be September 14-16 this 

year.  It‘s going to be a great time of 

fun, worship and fellowship, so come 

join us at Camp Christian.  See the 

Regional website or contact the Re-

gional Office for more information on 

registration. 

     Don‘t forget, we are also gathering 

in October at the Regional Assembly.  Rev. Josh Baird, Director 

of Volunteering for the Disciples of Christ, is our keynote 

speaker.  Come hear him share the many opportunities for 

Men's Mission. 

Rob Bernard – President 

Felix Ortiz – Vice President 

Dave Moxley - Secretary 

http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
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Changes Afoot at  

Cleveland Christian Home 

     There have been some changes 

of note at Cleveland Christian 

Home to both programs and per-

sonnel. 

     David J. Lundeen, Chief Executive Officer for CCH for 19 

years, resigned in April in order to take up a new position with 

the National Benevolent Association as Vice President of Pro-

gram Services.  He will maintain an office in his Cleveland resi-

dence, but his new job will have him traveling to NBA‘s agen-

cies and to Disciples congregations. 

     Maria Livers who served as Development Coordinator was 

the face of Cleveland Christian Home to all who volunteered, 

attended fund raising events or made in-kind donations—

especially at Christmas.  Staff layoffs affected CCH and its man-

agement services agency, Community Care Network, this 

spring and Maria‘s time with the agency came to an end. 

     Now those involved with volunteer opportunities or in-kind 

donations will work with Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa.  Since these have 

been added to her church relations and major gifts roles, you 

can expect some streamlining in the months to come.  Both 

school supply and Christmas donations will be largely internet-

driven this year.  It‘s our hope that most people will make an 

online donation toward our needed items, for example a $10 

donation can cover notebooks and pens, $40 will provide a 

child with a complete school uniform.  For those who abso-

lutely need to collect items to send that option will remain, but 

collectively we can save on shipping, gasoline, and inventory 

duties. 

     Watch for information about the changes in July at 

www.cchome.org and on the Facebook page for Cleveland 

Christian Home, or phone Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa at 216-688-

0333 for details. 

Advance Ministries Summer Conference 

     If you‘re out of high school for at least a year up to age 29 

and wondering what you could do with a week in the summer 

we have the perfect place for you to go:  Advance Ministries 

Summer Conference! 
 

     Advance is the weeklong Conference August 12-19 where 

twenty-somethings (if married, spouses of any age are wel-

come) can be part of community with two priorities: 1. Nur-

ture Faith, 2. Have fun doing it.   
 

     This year our theme is Transforming the Now: How 

Christianity can transform our society and church.   

 

     Sometimes it seems like our communities, outside the 

church and in, need to rethink twenty-somethings and engaging 

our Christian faith can help these communities reach their full 

potential.   
 

Our speakers/small group leaders for the week are: 

 Rev. David Turner - Leading Bible Studies all week  

 Rev. Yvonne Gilmore-Essig - Topic: Culture of Narcissism 

 Sara Critchfield - Topic: Materialism/Consumerism  

in Society  

 Rev. Allen Harris - Topic: Lament  

 Rev. Jon Rumburg - Topic: Salvation vs. Damnation  

 Dr. Arthur J. Dewey - Topic: Evangelizing to  

Fundamentalists  

 Rev. Dr. Bill McConnell - Topic: Living in the Now!  

 

     At Advance the typical morning involves Breakfast, Bible 

Study, Individual Meditations, Keynote, and Discussion Group.  

Afternoons are Lunch, Workshop Teams, and Free Time.  Eve-

nings include Vespers (evening worship), Discussion Group, and 

our evening activity.   

Be sure to check out the daily rates  

if you can't stay all week!!!! 

Register at http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/

advance-ministry.aspx 

 

And all week long 

the Advance E-bay Auction 

 

Help fund the Advance Scholarship Fund and get some great 

camp memorabilia everyone is welcome to participate!  Buy a 

piece of camp history like shutters from the Old Cabins and 

your very own Authentic Camp Green Chair!!!  Check the  

Advance page of ccinoh.org for information! 

The Free Store at Camp Christian 
     The Free Store has had an incredible year...because of 

you!  It is through your support, we have been able to assist 

over 150 people in need of clothing and household items.  The 

relationships we are building with the people and families sur-

rounding Camp Christian are great blessings.  The needs are 

great, but I am certain we can help even more.  We are plan-

ning to open every Saturday this fall!  As we do this,we need 

your help. We need you, your church or group to "adopt" a 

Saturday.  By adopting a Saturday, your group will be responsi-

ble for sorting donated items, assisting our shoppers and sup-

plying a light breakfast such as doughnuts and bagels.  Your day 

would begin at 9am and end at 12:30 p.m.  Please contact 

Wendy Taylor at wendyetaylor75@gmail.com or 614-832-9679 

to schedule your Saturday!  Your donations are always wel-

come too! 

MOST NEEDED ITEMS: 

 Blankets 

 Towels 

 Pots & Pans 

 Dishes 

 Baby & Children's Clothing  

http://www.cchome.org/
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/advance-ministry.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/advance-ministry.aspx
mailto:wendyetaylor75@gmail.com
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Labor Day Weekend  

Disciples Fellowship Retreat 

August 31st - September 2nd at Camp Christian 

     Come and join us for a fun-filled weekend with Christians of 

all ages from around the Region. Our retreat is open to every-

one!  Young and old of all ages, singles, couples and families.  

     More information can be found on the Christian Church in 

Ohio website www.ccinoh.org, or by contacting Bev Sajna  440-

590-2488/  sajhome81@yaho.com. 

Ohio Delegation to Chile: January 4-15, 2013 

     Have you ever wanted to travel internationally?  Have you 

ever wanted to immerse yourself in another culture?  Have you 

ever wanted to offer your hands in service to others?  Do you 

love Camp Christian and all that it is and does? 

     If you answered ―yes‖ to even just one of these questions 

then I invite you to prayerfully consider being part of a very 

special ministry called ―The Ohio Delegation to Chile and the 

Shalom Center.‖  (Or as I like to call the Shalom Center—

―Camp Christian South America!‖) 

     The Christian Church in Ohio committed itself to help sup-

port the creation of the Shalom Center of the Pentecostal 

Church of Chile through financial resources contributed to the 

Keep the Fire Burning campaign.  And once again our regional 

church, through the Ohio Disciples Outreach Committee, is 

continuing its support of the Shalom Center, and the relation-

ship our churches have fostered, by sponsoring a trip to Chile 

and the Shalom Center which is scheduled for January 4-15. 

     The Ohio Delegation, along with a group of young adults 

from a Chilean Pentecostal church, will all be a part of a 

―Conpaz Camp.‖  Our hosts explain such a camp as the follow-

ing: “An intercultural Conpaz (with peace) Camp experience at the 

Shalom Center includes: Andean Condors soaring over virgin forests; 

ancient trees reaching towards the Southern Cross; working side by 

side with young Chilean Christians building peace with hands and 

spirits; while enjoying a simple lifestyle in a covenantal community, 

singing, worshiping, and praising God in English and Spanish, united 

and diverse.  We seek the healing and transformations of our rela-

tionships with God, ourselves, others, and all of creation.” 

     The Ohio Delegation will include up to ten people, who 

should be in reasonably good health and condition as there is a 

considerable amount of walking, hiking and physical labor.  It 

should be noted the Shalom Center is under ongoing construc-

tion, which may necessitate the accommodations being tents 

and sleeping bags for much of the trip.  Staying with host fami-

lies will also be part of the trip. The cost for the trip, per per-

son, is approximately $2,200, which could vary due to the fluc-

tuating dollar in Chile and the cost of airfare.  If you or anyone 

in your congregation is interested in this opportunity, would 

like more information and an application, or would be inter-

ested in having someone come and talk to your church about 

the Delegation to Chile, please contact me. 

     I hope you will prayerfully consider this chance to heal and 

transform your relationship with God, yourself, others, and 

creation, while offering your hands in service to God and the 

church through this unique and special ministry. 
 

Shalom, Rev. Jonathan Rumburg, First Christian Church, Stow 

(330) 688-4450 or jrumburg@firstchristianstow.org 

Shalom Center Website: www.centroshalom.cl 

 

2012 Youth Scholarship Event 

     On June 2nd the Seventh Annual Youth Scholarship Golf 

Outing and Dinner program was held.  Once again the event 

was held at Scioto Reserve Golf and Athletic Club in Powell.  

48 golfers took to the beautifully manicured fairways and 

greens to play golf to raise more than $7,000 for the Youth 

Scholarship Fund. 

     Since the first Golf Outing in 2005, nearly 350 scholarships 

have been granted through the Youth Scholarship Fund. Over 

these past few years the fund has distributed more than the 

$50,000 in scholarships awarded. It‘s a great benefit to have a 

source of funding solely dedicated to the financial assistance of 

those who wish to attend Youth Programs.  Our goal is to en-

sure that no child is prevented from attending these life chang-

ing programs due to financial need. 

     It was a marvelous Golf Outing for a wonderful cause. If you 

missed the Outing this year you can plan to play, attend the 

dinner, or make a contribution next year and add to the 

strength of the Youth Scholarship Fund.  This event is the larg-

est fundraiser every year for the Fund and there are so many 

ways for everyone (especially non-golfers) to help out with this 

event.  Please prayerfully start thinking of ways you and/or your 

congregation can participate or contribute to this event next 

year. 

     If you have any questions or want to contribute in any way, 

please contact Jennie Stoddart at jstoddart@ccinoh.org or at 

the Regional Church Office 614-433-034 ext 6. 

http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:sajhome81@yaho.com
mailto:jrumburg@firstchristianstow.org
http://www.centroshalom.cl/
mailto:jstoddart@ccinoh.org


Living Last Supper 

     Central Christian Church in Warren presented the Living 

Last Supper on Maundy Thursday this year. It was a re-

enactment of DaVinci's mural with the characters "frozen" in 

place and then coming to life as each one offered a brief profile 

and his relationship to Jesus. Jesus, portrayed by Travis 

Gysegem, a 17 year old senior in high school, spoke first telling 

that one of the 12 would betray him. The cast was made up 

of various ages of church members (Jacob Huff, age 15 as the 

youngest) and 2 of the disciples were played by women (Lisa 

Bonk and Cindy Shively). Each of the 12 apostles spoke and 11 

of them ended with the question, "Is it I?" repeated twice. Judas, 

the betrayer played by Charlie Bates, was the last to speak and 

he ended with "What would you do?" The cast did a great job 

holding very uncomfortable poses for long periods of time. Rev. 

Steven Brown suggested this to the church because of his ex-

perience with this service at Sylvania First Christian Church 

when he was a youth. 
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Letter of Thanks 
 

To Our Sisters and Brothers Everywhere, 
 

     I want to write and offer this humble letter of gratitude  

for the Love that you have extended to the community in 

Chardon, Ohio. 
 

     It has been near three months since that day in February 

when we learned that one of our kids had taken the lives of 

three others and wounded two more. Our community has 

been shaken by the tragedy of violence; we are still broken by it 

and will carry with us the remnants of our broken dreams and 

visions for our children and community. Yet, in the time that 

was passed, we have also been witness to the emergence of 

resurrection in our world. 
 

     I have seen the power of Love draw thousands to one  

common place of worship to be still, to sing, and to hold one 

another. I have seen the power of Grace come from the high 

school seniors who gathered in our sanctuary to encourage 

one another, pray together, and to offer a words of forgiveness 

for TJ and his family – all before marching back to the high 

school as one. And I have seen the power of Compassion made 

real through the Body of Christ. 
 

     Only three days after the invitation was made, we began to 

receive cards, letters, drawings, creations, posters, and even 

candy! The words that you offered brought peace to our souls. 

Nobody sought to explain why this had happened; you simply 

extended your prayers, thoughts, and presence to us. 
 

     We have been blessed by your words of shared grief, words 

of hope, and words that have testified to God‘s presence in the 

face of similar tragedies. We have been graced by a child‘s card 

from Birmingham, AL that had a picture of his dog with the 

caption, ―My dog sends many licks your way.‖ We have re-

ceived solace from a congregation in Sheboygan Falls, WI who 

sent us 1,000 Peace Cranes, which are now hanging in the sanc-

tuary. We have been united with the kids of Bethany Christian 

Church in Cleveland, who wanted to come worship and fellow-

ship with our kids. 
 

     I hope that you will not be offended, but we have given 

many of your prayers away. We were so inundated with  

blessings from the Church that we knew there was no way we 

could simply keep all these blessings to ourselves – we had to 

pass them on. So the sharing began with our kids, who shared 

them with the rest of the congregation. Then, we began to 

share these prayers with our friends, family, and neighbors in 

Chardon. Your Love has moved into all of Chardon and  

beyond. Your compassion has not only blessed us at Pilgrim 

Christian Church, but has gone into the entire community to 

bring Grace and Peace. 
 

     Thank you for your compassion and how it has moved  

you to care for us in our time of need. May this compassion 

continue to move in us to respond as a Church to the needs of 

our communities and our world. 
 

Peace, 

Rev. Chris McCreight  

and the Congregation of Pilgrim Christian Church 

Retired Pastor  

Inducted as  

Minister Emeritus 
     In September 1981, Rev. 

Don Mertz relocated to  

Wilmington to begin his  

pastorate at First Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).  

That productive ministry 

concluded after twenty-five 

years when Don and his wife 

Frances retired in 2006.  Still members of the congregation, the 

couple was surprised last Sunday, May 6, when the church hon-

ored the former pastor during worship as its Minister Emeritus.  

Emeritus status is typically conferred upon someone who has 

faithfully served a congregation for an extended period and is 

given to honor the individual as well as an act of thanksgiving to 

God for that ministry. 

     Rev. Don Mertz received the Master of Divinity degree from 

Lexington Theological Seminary and served congregations in 

Kentucky, North Carolina, and Ohio.  He currently resides in 

Wilmington. 

Pictured left to right: Rev. Dr. Tom Stephenson, Pastor; Rev. Don Mertz, 

Minister Emeritus 



 

Is your congregation or district doing  

something amazing?  Tell us about it!!  

ccio@ccinoh.org 

Get The Buckeye  

Disciple via Email! 
If you would like to replace your copy 

with an emailed copy, please send an 

email ccio@ccinoh.org.  

Don‘t forget to include your name and the address. 

Elder Emeritus Named 
 

     Mrs. Mary Reigsecker, long time elder at 

First Christian Church in Wauseon was 

named Elder Emeritus during a special ser-

vice on worship on April 22nd.  She was 

honored for her many years of faithful ser-

vice to the congregation. To the left, Mary is 

pictured with Rev. Mitch Maxted. 
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A Faith Journey to a New Beginning 
     In 1839 a small group of 32 people formally organized the 

church that would eventually be known as High Street Chris-

tian Church. Many changes have occurred in the life of the 

church these 173 years, but our faith in God and God's good-

ness remains the same. Through a period of discernment and 

intentional prayer seeking God's will for the future of our 

church, the congregation of High Street Christian Church has 

made the decision to move from downtown Akron to the City 

of Green, just 9 miles south of our current location. As we 

bring to a close our ministry in Akron, we are excited that God 

has led us to new opportunities to continue our faith journey in 

Green. Please join us in a Celebration Service, Saturday, July 14, 

2012 at 3 pm, 131 S. High Street, Akron, OH. We will cele-

brate 173 years of faithful service and ministry as the High 

Street Christian Church. We will dedicate our new ministry in 

Green and our new name, Harmony Springs Christian Church. 

A reception in Fellowship Hall will follow the service. 

     Our faith is in God's promise. "For I know the plans I have 

for you,‖ declares the LORD, ―plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

We ask for your prayers and your presence July 14, 2012 to 

help us celebrate a long, faithful ministry and a new beginning. 

Harpsichord Restored 

by Organist 
     Easter Sunday delighted the 

congregation of First Christian 

Church in Wilmington with the 

debut of an instrument not often 

heard in churches today – a harp-

sichord!  The instrument was 

lovingly and, at times, painfully restored by the church‘s organist, 

Jim Haskins, retired professor of music at Wilmington College. 

     Several years ago, the harpsichord was severely damaged by 

standing water while it stood in the basement of a college build-

ing, so much so the school decided to throw out the fragile in-

strument.  Haskins was unwilling to see it lost forever and ac-

quired it for the church.  He has spent the last two years re-

storing the harpsichord in the basement of the church having to 

not only repair damaged parts but rebuild and fabricate many 

pieces. 

     The harpsichord was featured in an extended time of Prelude 

& Praise at the beginning of the Easter service which concluded 

with a new composition Haskins wrote just for the day:  

“Quartet for Recorders, Viola da Gamba & Harpsichord.”  He 

dubbed the performance group, The Chalice Consort which 

featured Liz Haskins on Alto Recorder, Lori Scott on Bass Re-

corder, Jim Haskins on Viola da Gamba, and Ellen Clapp on 

Harpsichord. 

     During the dedication for the instrument, Pastor Tom Ste-

phenson said, ―This harpsichord is a fitting image for the resur-

rection we celebrate today; for what was once despised and 

discarded has now found new life in our midst!‖ 

     The First Christian Church harpsichord will be featured peri-

odically in worship and special music programs throughout the 

year. 
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Deadline for entries into the Oct - Dec issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 

Due in the Regional Church Office by        

September 1, 2012 

Submitting via email is preferred ccio@ccinoh.org 

There is still time to register for and  

participate in many summer programs!! 

 Portahoga Chi Rho Camp, July 8-14 - For 

Youth who have finished grades 6, 7, & 8 

@ Camp Christian 

 Maumee Chi Rho Camp, July 15-21 – For 

Youth who have finished grades 6, 7, & 8 

@ Camp Christian 

 Lakeside CYF Conference, July 22-28 – 

For Youth who have finished grades 9, 

10, 11, & 12 @ Camp Christian 

 Wilmington CYF Conference, July 29– 

August 4 – For Youth who have finished grades 9, 10, 11, & 

12 @ Camp Christian 

 Miami Chi Rho Camp, August 5-11 – For Youth who have 

finished grades 6, 7, & 8 @ Camp Christian 

 Advance Ministries Summer Conference, August 12-19 – 

For Adults ages 19 to 29 (at least one year out of high 

school) @ Camp Christian.  Per day attendance is available 

for Advance Conference. 
 

Forms and registration for these and other Regional events can 

be found at  www.ccinoh.org.  
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